
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 10, 2025        9:00 am  
 
Prelude  
 
Announcements  
 
Introduction 
Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s 
promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of 

which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises 
of God. Have no fear. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow 

our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from 
the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and 

generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive 

us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of 
life. Amen. 

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of ☩ 

Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with 
Christ, you are a new creation. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #802  “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 

1. Let us ever walk with Jesus, follow his example pure, through a world 

that would deceive us and to sin our spirits lure.  Onward in his footsteps 
trending, trav’lers here, our home above, full of faith and hope and love, 

let us do our Savior’s bidding.  Faithful Lord, with me abide; I shall follow 
where you guide.   

2. Let us suffer here with Jesus, and with patience bear our cross.  Joy will 
follow all our sadness; where he is there is no loss.  Though today we sow 

no laughter, we shall reap celestial joy; all discomforts that annoy shall 
give way to mirth hereafter.  Jesus, here I share you woe; help me there 

your joy to know.  

3. Let us gladly die with Jesus.  Since by death he conquered death, he will 

free us from destruction, give to us immortal breath.  Let us mortify all 

passion that would lead us into sin; and the grave that shuts us in shall 
but prove the gate of heaven.  Jesus, here with you I die, there to live 

with you on high.   



4. Let us also live with Jesus.  He has risen from the dead that to life we may 

awaken.  Jesus, you are now our head, we are your own living members; 

where you live, there we shall be in your presence constantly, living there 

with you forever.  Jesus, let me faithful be; life eternal grant to me.   
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Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. 
Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive 

you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Readings and Psalm 
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6 

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that 
his descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and 

through this faith he is considered righteous. 

1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord 

GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 

of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my 
house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be 

your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him outside 

and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then 
he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and the LORD 

reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Psalm: Psalm 33:12-22 
 12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! Happy the people chosen to be God’s 

heritage! 
 13 The LORD looks down from heaven, and sees all humankind. 

 14 God sits firmly enthroned and watches all who dwell on the earth. 

 15 God fashions all their hearts and observes all their deeds.  

 16 A king is not saved by the size of the army, nor are warriors rescued by their great 
strength. 

 17 The horse gives vain hope for victory; despite its great strength it cannot 
save. 

 18 Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, upon those who wait for your 

steadfast love, 
 19 to deliver their lives from death, and to keep them alive in time of famine.  

 20 Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, our helper and our shield. 

 21 Surely, our heart rejoices in you, for in your holy name we put our trust. 

 22 Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, even as we place our hope in you.  

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 



Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. 
Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to 

receive the promise of God. 

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that the 

worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things 
that are not visible. 

  8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 

receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he 
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, 

as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he looked 

forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 By faith, 
with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of procreation, even though he was too 

old, because he considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, 
and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven 

and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

  13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance 
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on 

the earth, 14 for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a 

homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would 
have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is, a 

heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 
prepared a city for them. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia. Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming. Alleluia. (Matt. 24:42, 44) 

The Gospel according to Luke starting with the 12th Chapter.  Glory to you O Lord.   

Gospel: Luke 12:32-40 

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead 

of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready to receive 

from God and to give to others. 

[Jesus said:] 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that 
do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no 

moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

  35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are waiting for 
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for 

him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds 
alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to 

eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night or 

near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
  39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 

coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for 

the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 



Sermon  

 
Hymn of the Day:  ELW #818 “O Master, Let Me Walk with You”  

1.  O Master, let me walk with you in lowly paths of service true; tell me your 
secret; help me bear the strain of toil, the fret of care.   

2. Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear, winning word of love;  
teach me the wayward feet to stay, and guide them in the homeward way.  

3. Teach me your patience; share with me a closer, dearer company, in work 

that keeps faith sweet and strong, in trust that triumphs over wrong.   

4. In hope that sends a shing ray far down the future’s broad’ning way, in 

peace that only you can give; with you, O Master, let me live.   
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Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Sharing of Peace   
 The peace of the Lord be with you all.  And also with you. 

Prayers of Intercession 
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and 

pray for the needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

Keep the heart of your church set firmly in you so that, with lamps lit and attentive to 
Christ’s call at any time or place, your people are ready to respond with faithful action 

for the sake of the world. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Worlds were prepared by your word. Speak healing and protection upon the earth, 

especially where life and habitats are threatened (places may be named). Guide the 
work of astronomers and all who teach us about the stars and galaxies. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

You know the actions and deeds of the nations. Turn humanity away from instruments of 

war and violence. Fashion the hearts of world leaders to work for peace. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Let your lovingkindness be on those in need (especially). Assure all who are afraid or 
experiencing great uncertainty that your promises are sure. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 



Calm the fears of migrants and refugees who set out, not knowing where they go. 
Provide shelter, sustenance, protection from harm, and welcome. Bless the work of 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service and other means of support and advocacy. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We celebrate the ancestors in the faith who built their lives on your promises and died 

having seen them only from a distance (especially Lawrence, deacon and martyr). 
Sustain us in our hope of things not seen. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Offering/Offertory Hymn: ELW #186 “Create in Me a Clean Heart” 

 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  

 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from 
 me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your 

 free Spirit.   
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Offering Prayer 
Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is 

plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth  and our 
labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving   
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 

praise. 

 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.   

Invitation to Communion 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 



Communion Hymn:  ELW #502 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 

1.  The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine forever.   

2.  Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth and,  

 Where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth.  

3.  Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me,  

and on his shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing brought me.   

4.  In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, with thee, dear Lord, beside me,  
 Thy rod and staff my comfort still; they cross before to guide me.   

5. Thou spreadst a table in my sight; thin unction grace bestoweth;  
 and, oh, what transport of delight from thy pure chalice floweth!   

6.  And so, through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never.  
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever.   
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Prayer after Communion 
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your 

grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and 
proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Blessing 
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. Amen. 

Sending Hymn:  ELW #618 “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” 

1. Guide me ever, great Redeemer, pilgrim through this barren land.  I am 

weak, but you are mighty; hold me with your pow’rful hand.  Bread of 
heaven, bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore, feed me now and 

evermore.  

2. Open now the crystal fountain where the healing waters flow; let the fire and 
cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through.  Strong deliv’rer, strong 

deliv’rer, shield me with your mighty arm, shield me with your mighty arm.   

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside; death of 

death and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side.  Songs and 
praises, songs and praises I will raise forevermore, I will raise forevermore.  
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 
****************************************************** 



 Prayers: Please continue to keep our members and loved ones in your prayers, 
including Arlen, Lan-Shiang, Ken, Deb, Ruth, Barry, Monica, Jeff, Jenny, Dennis, 

Caroline, Nathan, Sue Bogenschutz, and the Tryhus Family.   
 

 Directory Update:  Please check your contact information in the directory in the 

Fellowship Hall.  If it is correct as is, please place a check mark so we know it has 
been approved.   

 
 Crossroads Campus Ministry Board Members Urgently Needed:  Crossroads 

Lutheran Campus Ministry is seeking passionate, dedicated individuals to serve on 
its Board of Directors. If you care about supporting college students in their faith 

journeys and want to help guide a vital ministry in our community, we’d love to 
hear from you! Board members provide leadership, vision, and support to the 

ministry’s mission on the Minnesota State Mankato campus.  For more information 
or to express interest, please contact Pastor Jenna Couch at:  

pastorjenna@gmail.com, or 507-200-8096.  

 
 Sunday School is a very important resource for our youth.  We are searching for 

one of more volunteers to provide this resource to our children/grandchildren.  If 
you are interested please speak with Bob or Eric.   

 
 Concert & Cream has been rescheduled for Saturday, September 27, 2025.  Meal 

starts at 5:30 pm, concert at 6:30 pm.   

 
 
 

Calvary Lutheran Church 
19216 Rapidan Avenue  

Mankato, Minnesota 56001  
  

Pastor Jenna Couch 

Ministers: All Members  
 

Church Phone:  507-278-3317 
E-mail:  office@calvaryrapidan.org  

Website:  calvaryrapidan.org  
Facebook:  Calvary Lutheran Rapidan  
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